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4173/169/-4} 
Uonf idcntiul* 


j ir: - 



I have received -2r*0*fa-r~ , s despatch Uo*10- 
oonfidential o.' 11 tii July -nc I -gree with the opinion 
given by him in paragraph 3 (d) that British firms 
should remain in Liberia, at any r. te for the time 
neoessary to css wh~t -re the results of the new regime 
brought -bout by the - re ament with the Sirestone 


Company* 

2* -it the same time I oannot accept the 
responsibility of -dviein them to 'o so uud you 
should refrain from of fa- in- u:.y advice to those 



who consult you in your official capacity, Though 
the intentions of the United atutec Government nay 
be perfectly friendly, it i . no- vn that the f irestone 
Company -re at the present moment hor tile to tills 
country. Being an Important member of - great 
United utates industry they are lively to aarr; consIdsr- 
-blc weirht with their ro varment, especially when it 
is remembered that one of their objects is to- free 
the United at. tec rub os r manuf ao t ur in r in d us try from 
dependence upon supplies of raw rubber from British 
colonies* For these nadona I an not re : ar* d to 
say that the Firestone agreement is unlikely to rove 
detrimental to the interests of British firms, _nd I 
must leave' it to them to decile on their course of 
-ction* There is, moreover, the possibility that 

the 


1* C* Stevenson 1 \ ,, 


etc., etc. 


c. 


t 










tjA Scheme, it QUTT ied through, would It fed to w. 
central increase in the _.ros_ erit; of Liberia and 
that British f ims reddest in the country would 
s ~-re in the bent-'its to be derived therefrom. 

S'. .ilth regard to Fouaguuda curried on by 
British fir.iis us-in at the loan ul£ the 2irs tone 
reject, I see no reason why they should not 
continue tnoir -otion. 

I a*a f with great truth, 

iir, 

hour obedient derva t t 
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(A 3S01/1644/24') 


FOREIGIi OFFICE, S.W.l, 



Confidential. 


Sir 


\Yitii reference to your despatch Ho. 99 (Secret} 


of July 1st, enclosing a note from the Liberian Government 
relative to French aggression on the Fran go-L iberian 
frontier, I have to state for your information that Hie 
Majesty's ^overraserit do not desire to he drawn into any 
dispute with the French Government on this subject, nor 
do they desire, even in conjunction with the United States 
Government, to occupy the position of a court of appeal 
a or the settlement of the question at issue between the 
French and Liberian Governments, There is all the less 
reason for intervention by His Majesty's Government now 
that the Liberians are pledged, in return for a loan, to 
agree to the scheme of the Firestone Tyre and Rubber 
Company, which is likely to result in a linking up of a 
Liberian railway with the French railway system, and eo in 
facilitating aggressions of the very kind of which they 
complain in their note of June 29 th. 


It 1© true that His Majesty 1 ? Government, with 


tiiat of the United States, have declared their special 
interest in the independence of the Liberian Republic, but 
apart from the fact that that independence is not 
necessarily threatened by alleged French aggression on the 
frontier, a new situation has been created by the formation 
of the League of nations, of which Liberia herself is a 
member. His Majesty's Government hold, therefore, that the 
proper course for the Liberian Government is to raise in 


Francis C’LIeara, Eeq. f 
etc., etc*, 


etc. 


the 






the League of Rations, and not separately at London or 
Washington, any grievances of the kind now in question 
which she may have. 

3, It would he preferable that no written reply 
should he returned to Mr. Barclay’s note. You should 
endeavour to avoid being drawn into a discussion of the 
subject but, should the Liberian Government press strongly 
for some reply to their request for our good offices, 
you should express regret that Hie Majesty's Government do 
not consider this to be a matter in which they can properly 
intervene. You may add, that if the Liberian Government 
really consider it necessary to carry the matter any further, 
their proper remedy is clearly to ley their case before 
the League of Rations* 

I am with great truth. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(For the Secretary of State) 
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(A 3899/169/24) 


FOHBIGIT OPFICE, S.W.l 


5th August 1925 



SUCKS T. 











Sir, 

I have received your despatcn IIo. 103 secret, 
oi July 11th, and I approve your action in the 
matter of the possible construction of a railway 
in northern Liberia. 

X ara, w ith great t ruth, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(For the Secretary of State) 


SUCKST. 












Francis O'Meara 3sq 


• i 


etc., 


etc 


etc. 








(A 3354/169/24) 



Sir, 


With reference to your 


telegram 35 



instant resardine the firestone Tyre and Rubber Company’3 
development schemes In Liberia, I transmit to you 
herewith copy of a memorandum by the Department of 
Overseas Trade setting out the disadvantages of this 
scheme from the point of view of British trade. 

2* In .Or. ilacBonald 1 s secret despatch IIo. 29 of the 

27th May 1924 you were instructed to discourage* as far as 

■ 

you discreetly could, a scheme for railway construction 
in Liberia, promoted principally by French interests; 
t• \ese instructions wore con finned in my des pat ch Jo - 68 of 
the 12th of November last- In my telegram Ho. 11 I instructed 
you to observe a similar attitude in regard to the 
Firestone Company’s scheme as far as it concerned railway 
construction . 

3* In view of the cone her at ions now adduced by 
the Department of Overseas Trade the same attitude 
ray be adopted in regard to the Firestone scheme 
generally * I must however emphasise my desire that you 
should not endeavour to create any special occasion a or 

criticising or thwarting tme scheme ana that you should 

* 

con fine yourself merely to not encouraging it - an 
attitude justifiable in view of possible damage to 
British interests - unless some unprovoked occasion 
arises for discouraging it, when you should exercise 
the ^reatest tact in so doing, and in no circumstances 



commit 


Fr tncis C’llearu Fsq. , 


etc*, etc-, ’tc 













commit yourself in writing- Anything in the nature of 
propaganda must oi course he avoided* 

4- In this connection I would, however, draw 

« 

your attention to the view e repressed by the Admiralty 
in their letter enclosed in my despatch Ho. 46 of July 
16th that British naval interests would not he 
adversely affected by the proposed development of the 


port of Monrovia. It is evident that this decision 
reno ves one of tbe prinoipal obje c11 ons that :::igbt have 
presented themselves in connection with, tue firestone 
Company’s schens* Hie Majesty’s Government in short 
wiiil e nat urally v i ew ing the s eh eme w ithout f av o ur, 
have no solid ground for opposition beyond the contingencies 
envisaged by the Department of Overseas Trade* 





I am, with great truth. 


Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 
(For the Secretary of State) 
















26947/P " r - 


(A 3259/169/24) 


The Depart:ieat of Overseas Trade desires to 
sub mi t . ie foil owi ng ob se rv at ions in r eply to Fore ign 
Of fice v '.oraadum A 2762/169/24 of 15th June, with 
which t: transmitted, with other documents, a copy 

of a tele.jram dated 26th ‘lay from Ria ‘ajesty 7 s 
dh r w 5 d 1 Affaireg at Monrovia reporting the latest 
proposals understood to hare "bean made in connection 
-ith the "ire st one Tyre and Rubber Company T s concession* 
2* The Department of Overseas Trade has 

already in its memorandum of 9th February, ret out 

* 

at some length its views upon the question of a 
loan for Liberia. The present proposals appear 
to amount to & loan bached "by tne f * S*A * Government 
-vho, in addition to conducting the further negotiations 
or the issue of a loan, will, under ^he arrangements 
contemplatea, supervise and administer the entire 
revenues of the Republic of Liberia t-irough -unerican 
Officials nominated by the Department of State* Vxvl r 
this arrungement the country would seem to become 
in effect a dependency of the Government oi the 1 *S*A* 
In conjunction with this arrangement, t.ie operations 
to be conducted with the moneys provided by the loan 
r:ill be carried out by a corporation or corporations, 
to be constituted by the Firestone Tyre and Rubber To*, 
’rhose intentions a^e designedly Inimical to ritlsn 
trade and interests, primarily in consequence of the 


re str i ct i on s - * * * *. 







J 


J. 





9 /** * 


restrictions upon rubber output imposed by the Rubber 
-vorers 1 Asco ci it ion * From a statement recently n&de 
in the South American Journal, it appears that the 
Firestone C one any ar e se e k i n , also rub b or pi: int ati on 
c onco s si on s in a5 " 0 c 1 at i on w i th ' ord & G 0 odri ch i n z ere sis 
i n th e be pub 1 i c o i' P a na* 1a, where as the Foreign Of fi ee 
are aware, there exists a dominating political and 
c cm ierc v 1 1 An eric a n i n flue n ce* (Bee a 1 3 0 par a graph s 
78-81 of r. T; r .iihwaite ■Tallis' annual -eport on Panama)* 
3 . It is clear that all contracts to be given 
for works to be constructed under the scheme are 
earmarked lor American firms and n’o a;are f or other 
opportunity for securing business, will be afforded 
to -ritiah firms, with the consequence that British 
interests will be excluded from any participation 
in the development oi the country in other directions 
which the sdierne foreshadows- * ,T hen t..e plantations 


become productive, the rubber will all be consigned 
to the United States, ™hile the stores for supplying 
the labourers will naturally be stocked with American 
-ares* The issue of token money circulating only 
at these stores will naturally lead to a degree of 
subservience anong native employees and cultivate 
in t iex an instinctive tendency towards American goo as. 
For these reasons the Department of Overseas Trade 


considers the scheme to be seriously prejudicial to 
Bri vi sh t rade and i nt r fea16- 

4. In his telegram 'Tr.O’Heara states that 
part of the loan may be floated in Bur ope as 
a son to British and French opinion and suggests a 

t f 

tripartite lorn to be the only safe plan, even if the 


British 







British share be only nominal. In this connection, 
it se :ng to be practicable for the loan proposals 
err.bo.lied in Clause Article IV of Agreement .0.2, 
in the Amendment thereto (enclosure -10*4), and in 
paragraph 7 of the explanatory addendum forwarded 
under cover of :.r. O'Meara’s despatch C-T.13 of 
4th June, to be 'is eq elated from that agreement and 
to be a matter appropriate for independent consideration* 
5 * Thile th q latest proposals out1ined 1n 
th : telegram relate to a ache&e of greater magnitude 
financially than that covered by the several agreements, 
and include pr or i s ions preaurab ly de signed to remove 
oi" to appease objections that might be raised oy 
affected interests, it is to be observed that the 
var 1 ous undertakings seem to be id ntical * and tlie 
schemass in that respect substantially similar in 
character- The foregoing remarks have been "ade 
upon this assumption. 

(Initialled) 3.J.C. 

£5th June 1925* 

D:3?ARriflTT OF CfV^SJlAS TRAU3, 

35, Old Queen Street, 

London, 3*W* 1. 








TELMHAM 




From For a ign Offiop 
La t p J un r- 10,1 „ 

Rpo. ", 11 ", 


No. 11 





Your tc" ‘gram No. 15. Panning further inatruotions you 

should confine your action to that lain down in my 

rtpppatch No. ? 9 and 68 of 1 ?A i.p. opposing and 
discouraging dipore-otly in any way you can proposal for 

r 

raiIway construct1 on. 





P Of F 



s 








W it! i reference t i ny deep fttoh l< r o*^Q of a pril ?0tl 


xjK ±*i If* .TIGN t 

^hhlVlA* 

mv n.iw, 


j^4( v) 3» *T^f 


3?/ 


fr n-* to certain telegram rrlatf^P t> the nrv eoher&e of the 
FLreetone i^re ^ ffcubber wo^f-any, I Uw the honour to 
report that by the ex**rbiee jX dieorejt npfmn I obtained 
^ob repp Ion of the r,fy draft A,*reement* t tlt * cable ee;;t oy 
My i^treetone lo Preairerr King,end ti p printed volume of 
1 ■ Pt y(*FY 'f* correspondence wt^e#n the uovernnient of Liberia 
tt..ui t. e Company *vl iol Le reF f*l tn* for cabinet use* I now 
trweitt to you herewith cor tee of ti t dy^ft agreements 
and of the oabl, toother t,i # printed volume 

in yiginel, 

■>, You will peroei^e in Agreenant Ho,1.Article II 

(el ti e clause providing that ti e final arbitration 

?tp il cie a*-ried out by the addition of an arbitrator to 

those already eu^atsei’ ,bl e arbitrator fq aooed being 

i-eltoten t>y t* ir Uniter frL. tee V’earete. xy >f Fti‘te,This is 

the section wlvioi. bo annoyed the Libert**!* u^veynmtnt. You 

v* ill nit ice in emein* ilo,^ t Article II {oi and (d} a 

reference to yptlways, Alt. ou^i ti is r4l»d't 'nean a ^ere 

li#rht line for running trucks with rubber and other good*. 

Principal *>h* 

of ?■ tat® 
ign Affaire, 

et c* | etc * | 

rei|tn Office, 
lord on t f ,W,1* 











French AeprePenuatlva open that he can arrant’* have 
a line built tU® gauge ot maloti *ould Ojrraepond mlth 
the French Colonial gauge f for indeed it is not ^®ry 
m terial t) tU French who butlde the railway po long an 
It Ip tlinr© for ouiok action, * ome of the Clause appear 
to ^a* to ln\* ii.TP a or^-O^ jf out treaty if 1 1 but nay 
Ovaroents on sue! poiotn mould up v^pte of t is® , Pino® th® 
experts of the donrd of '^rad® mill perV*aps perupe t e 
Agr^ft^p^tp to horn they rtJ'? 11 *lv to affect our 
canoerttoal lntf*r#PtH # 

A Ut hJ^Poott.tn o lP t I underpa id,on Appoc late 
of ill# Institute of Civil iJigineera , and a ^ritleh 
ntibjeot t haii just left the service of tl * Fireeton* 

Coapany bar®, -o **ae cn a^ad aa i Ireot^r jf bh® Mount 
d*rolay Plantation t m her* U controlling t! ® rubber 
output* The firm ftftid tVot 111® salary was too l i,-to,but 
ap t v»v are ppandlng monay lAvts ly and ® v *n foolishly, 
t; can be little riiubt that tl e red reason thay w«r* 
deftiroue of ending 1® contract Ip t> r>t if 1* “ axo®eclfigl£ 
loyal Srltleh aub1©ot,t«1e inly on® in t: elx *ereioe who 
refused to obey t-e order to keep away fron the drltl?:. 
Legation * indeed on receiving notice of ti * prohibition 
Ve and* -[point of noting her* the day* fl ® ot: ®r 

euployta® tHrltiPb m\6 Amertoan t nr® kept in th® Company'e 
srrlD to i awing trelr Fs larieft * *ld in arrear* on® critifth 
rubber expert has n >t D®*n paid f jr n-iotl p *®nd an American 
expert Vae had nothing Pino® in ft No®*ab®f* Mr ioott aft 
been paid to date and oomeeller t> ra to pny Ida A months 
salary on rsl irewnt ! he Ip c man of rati ft compelling 
personality and powerful phyplet® t ®nd I ti l* iw offlc® 

staff tier# mere ph\Ftcr.lly afraid of 1 is* * f - 1 ^ lF saved 
enough n>ney to r lire on ito moj^in*/ as e v^ineer in Mexico 
rtnd ®l pe-tf'ere ,flod " e pr jpoeea to mithdra* from an active life 

and 






1 


and to It*# In Norfolk.! mention V 1# to #ha» Vtet If not 
a disgruntled #M#mployee with a grievance. *,e will oel2 
on you about the second or third week in June* 

A* Met nwhll* he h**,p furiUP' f me will pome very 
Int(resting info tv ? tIon, Mg rank# p it.nlr «r 11 at t) # new 
T >en to 1 Lp p tinned m "anti—i3r it. lab" lines ro narked tlpt 
I o^n only *#^rrlV V r,r "en^oufl * P* f Co~->any think to 
ttlrV tti f Liosxl 'tip inti accept Inf* the lo a ,w! toll is to be 
wl; r. nr r.r to n r-nd f tt » end feeing tk v t African inters ft# 
»v obtain *fVftt t ry t pmpelve? a 4, rtra »i ? le*4"old M on 

Liberie. An initial empaijn fund of 1 np been 

ret -sid e .rod t? 1# will ai doubt op uaed to bribe t # 

#tur# nt t v # r .>eotrl pawplon r " t , If they tr 11 

at t 1 r- June serf ion they conterr lnte wholesale briber: and 
intimidation by -violence s.ccaning t' tv# best tractti *..f of 
tv# :ilddle-<vept # I ;ey arc ar inline out & tl oupaniS men by 
May 19?6 t and they think fcbnt ti:# ft r nen al >nc .elthou 1 t ey 
will be aspIgfipd to tpskp in connection witl Vs acranimy 4 # 
woykp ^ould os .*ble to ptnrt “i rouble" if nene-fary. I’ *v 
*rr pr#t* , n’f d tn c rry >ti e ptransl* ^or w, o «r three ye nr# t 
find to epeiid Taoye ••] an us e amount if the 1 >fvn to achieve t‘fir 
purr one. 5**# idcr be in 4 tbs La/*» ir t> Qf r^uadp the Amerto* rt 
public to invest and than cVrr/iir ir tie r^frf for protect ion 
wit! t v r *rl .fMi" - ioL is nuo* ipfr to r-oujir ti e jitterioan 
eeorlf 1 i v e noth trip rlrr> "four mousy if at f tp' r " 4 T! ey 
^1rm p lf neopBFan # to etir up t e tribes 1 ere wit!'* e view 
to peouring American intervention *u tl*e linen of ii&ltl j*r.d 
Pt>.l oruingo. Incidentally t: ey pr ypoee to du the pern# t ; ing 
if tl * Libe r Inn uov«rntneAt prove* too obPtlnnf* in t # mntyer 
of acce-'tlnjp their loan and oontro-1, 5 -ud e plan 1 at any 
rate feepibl*.eF 'be ir import* are not eorutioi^ec r t e 
Cuptomp like ordinary merChandlPr ..ind a few Ca£ >f rlfler 
could enfllly bs paaaad in for the Interior vtivea.fh# 




etl ltu d ® 






attitude of th# trto^F If antirely qih Still in jnei:* t bub Mi> 

long a* they !bw no gun* they will give no trouble. 

5, Tr.a Qonpeny prop:*#? to >pen atore* and 
aall g'iorii* at wholeeal# price- to rriw out the dritieh. ey 
<*peek of iftpuing their own token ooinn^e to ti t labourer* to 
b# for good* at t» eee ptorep.iinr In tint way to 

riri^ out t l * of iritis ert Africa,#*! ieh t» py regrrd a* 

a dangerouFly pro—drill#' 1 "inelituti on t r f indeed it in, fal en 

they have w got fc*Vind ,t ti e Libert *u trov*rn-*nt -*nd he*# to# 
wuoh d#*ir?d "ptrrn*lt*'p i old" on It, they crioulat# that they 
ern U*e It nr n puppet to p**-* lew*- mil able t +J*ni*rlVG* -* 
in otl word* they wiH :aak# t # 1 **jf under ’a! lot their 
peppl# ter# live tmc work. 

h., T! rv .v f. * r -“Venn* CVargd d*Affair#* 

a o practice# a* a d ,ov;r of radio to* It 1 i *?h J e leiFur#,*** 

aadlcal *ovi*f?r to the ^spisny »their awjwed intention being to 

keep him ouiet ano wiil^dltipoAan towartfr* to^lr FOl era#* ,&* they 
fear toe French tiovn^fnt t take *Iem,nnd act qulo-ly in a 
panto will * vi>: to ne troy their ?ci t x *s , *T. *y f py t) ry do 
not fear i i* ^ iertyV irovemrfnt,*? trey think are too plow 

to *at % tlat to*y can H run cirole* round“ t l e irltlah ,and t t 

* 

I Vr* -y# nothing w; fit ever of wi r*t i* ring m t I haw# don# w’ t 
I ooul d to f -.Fi^r thi# 1 * ter pleieln*' iilurton. The firrdp 
tien lex* i-v* »vl*o playt*2 up to .v.#n* i ,r railway plana, 

vjhet; ft ^ito. ^enuin# intent not I oiu.rv*t *ay, 

?, T * jviok feller Fmidatlon i* to be hr t 
In tx aanit&ta Liberia in the **ay it operated in ^oua^r* 

8* It uttliXd #eem that to* # nrf two diet loot 
flOhaae* In belnft.Dao I* oeing conduct*^ by to# tnited Btute* 
fit ^te repart rtent under the influence if t e Imperialist group 

it v a rice, o #Ht iol'ina•'B ey are acting in Oonoert wit t a 
Fir^etone r ^yp uu t> a p>int. hl:#y 1 r-w# oonj >itiULy engaged 







I 


a board of Viglly paid expert* to atudy all plnua.aad tre 
Company at Mcrtti,01:lo»l* in oonntoivt And olv.** t >uol wluii 
V^aP 1 inert on. X tl 1 the United ftatea J'jv* main 

inter eat Ip in ire coaling etrtlon f>r naml u*e # *pdetriIXn 
of wl tal I £rlve belT^j, ?ide by pl“*e o?it trie the Firerton* 

grour p#ai to uw a rc e ie of V elr 04 in t fuui they 81 -> vtly 

do n t quite tru^t to tj p det.ey.alu it ton jf t e United ^tat** 
Authorities,*- t- tire al naming to firce the- liand of tie It 
own i*ovsrry-e.ot IT oHserannf, P 1 e arri'ien iutereabp t w? ioh 
li*~e rvl^tye been Inrt Ur pL. ir^ aryimf- **p trouble Sfitfc 
Lot** PtretVo >r*,’ about ruil^ay^,- the uj^ci^io , and t e rorti 
inter eata err npp>cli*ted nr it" H****- * on* Ir. tie enter pf lee. 

The v**n7rti-rv- • lorn er lund Of io ir furrlPhing tmny # 

If not m . t t )f tl c - 

9* I hova neo<ririn*d that wf 13 *t £ vea 
wne eng.igec Ii building ligithouper up nrd d ixi; thl* oa* pt, 
Instead of mir-Tvtr.fr the Franoo-Wberiiia Soundary t he 1 tp 
ale 0 r e i&g epeoiv.1 s*ph f t the 1 lilted firtee *i&ty 
Department, 4* number of American. naval >fftaer* ,all graduale» 
of ime, lift, etui evcpnaed to oe on the retired liPt t have 
been **e3 rested to carry out ti e Jaibour <r,yk* ,aad tepeolelly 
tbe erretion of t 1 e tankr f.rd - fty ■ 13-fuel etc, Onm 
of th rm p^rirep t* If veeT*. T If fi- pc* to b* tl f kernel of 
t>e ole affrir from the point of view of thf Arerloan 
Government Y though the Flr-**twft pro up irv* Ifj ;er 1 deep .and 
peek ,«e they *ray t to make another ->np - a of t i« republic* 

10 m A grant pa' , -t t but not ell of the above 
data given me by tfr Fcott. he pointed out, quite c> reotly, 
Vat there le “un l 0 * th* typlort bombaftt ,rh idommtec ,nnd 
general o’ lldleh n 1 naenee ineepprable from Amari^^ jlitica 
mixed up in it * but he added thnt there are pjh« renlly 
clever and determined men oel ind the move^eiat ,and that about 
tl elr determination to tl n« greet effort* end large Ptama of 
m ney into t f aoh#Tj* c! ere cen oe no r mbt. 


11* 
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» 

* 

1 j« A frv V about lir herd of tl e firs** 

^nro'lf a: floe met y 00 appropriate* TMfl wbfl once 0 
oivil engineer *m*T0^0^ rmtlmay work in 0 * 3*1 on* but If ft 
the pr of the 0ovpmfl#nt t] ft* After 0 d Ip op-re f tertt* 

1;^ *1 f*n e-^de a large fort tae in rubber* but *aa ruined by 
^ »y t: * drills* Qov#riv4#rvt *iuit3 utc^-ne « 

pit tPT ■f^np Tn * + of "■ i * 1 e native 4 f i*t>» r> 1 f 011,p p p f ^b ,J >ut 

fy?» yrnrr, , te salary i* given rr ;v£Q t CXJ a vear end ! e :-aa 
r.c p'l ravir^i to + he c \t rnt, jf dp'-jut * 2 3, tn 

/rsrrioiir f .1 f ir entirely i*i *‘..reptile *e o)nfic*noe 4 

*• ir*pt >ne hi" Ft If pr*fef-««A oont* i>p1 and l.atrf for t e 
drltlw '1 ii^plrt fW> lol f p ntfipirfrF d^aadant mid *ibout to 
Ipef Hr O-tlonifp* T ore Ip undou&t#^ l> e r-f * in of very 
*rr*rrt *bii tty ( und absolutely unscrupulous* It i* a-»ju«lng 
to not* that ti Ip if the sime cesoriptlon ftp Ud to ce 
p >n the index nards on **Mob tl ty r*c jr^ t * reactions * and 

t* # ^complex* of local perp onr 1 it tea tn o orrdanoe with 
tl 0 noeurd ideip of Awrlom #ffint*=»^ .^perts, 

1 P # Bie Iman t -Jrt ef : er from t,i f Arne. ^ 00 4 CtovArnmnvt or 
f r ace • * £iaupaoy ,w 111 be a d 1a 1 a 1 stv r00 03 ^t S: i t.c en AJierioan 

off ioialB *Mr « la ituc* at. ti sir -e&d at a salary of 
i * 15,100 A year ft? iiL-ja 1 oner, *ti Ip Ift Mr de la itue 1 * 

re tard for pupp the projeot '*ii- *.‘ .1 ^LDirliti Cabinet, 

nh Lph t *» has dort* ay eaytnj th*t. if t*i 03 a fir*** tl 0 

f'Tftnoh vtJi civ m ;*%ad tea# ^0 oiuitry. »* fe-i"* partially 
poonp>rp f or the appoint oent >f a ^ner ol ^nd 

Flnmoial ArviPt r t n-o*i In ^ vie-# ti if 1 * oreao of truet 
on Hp 1^ w not. pi^en the poet to M v I* 5 ^ ti e 

adoption of puot' aeham^p nte ti If oei tnd our oeoi-p. Ke Ip 
^ doubl 0 -*oraef ing^tt 0 l'ir#Pt*i* Company by ru L d.^*n V ^ir 
pl^ne in Jettere to t> e Ad ria n ‘.ut ^ritiee .mr i euflnfrt 
tVrt he -nay f leo be piling the urowrnmfit in G i ton 
off againet t' * Fir* atone f irw f anr c *th a^^iiv t ti^e Li. tor lane* 








1 


iitv i,* !-v p.a.-ii. I'.-' 1 i=jp*lf i». att ■’*> >f 

•art » /u# if nit all if W* ctsillff e-e aesiinin* ti Pu»p*ot 

LlSJ of )> 1 py 1 T>t3 t'lti • t>d8 b|Ji:1jWu tll8 liiltils ,0!» Tj. 8 Xilo _ l=lll 

Cnblnut 1 Are e oluned M > fJ '* i noting* m * ! f* PI r* t one 
au«■ - ttoD, 


13 , fhe rubber plantation alone a 
B'nHitf paying *oropor ItioiT* cTantnUinp r*ra saminri 

* t;ny t t e o*st of rr Muelr-g rubber 1 *r# ;>eiag 
lb, The >->l3P aspect mf this ir that t.ie plefitatl/Ap 

set uo niti, Jr it i«h capital* cmt *^re run bv a bogus 

14, I thlnV t; L- -jbjicttiap to eit? tr an 

Aaerloan ^-jvpi n-*#nt or a - lx* * -ofte-i n r.rc/jd^-i-’ ^odyiob 
l^fln Tny bf sprite* to V? r; r f e ? worr** - ^ United ftatee 
CH^ma#«t upy ->r -ay not :x*ouj poI pd?f l *? tving out tf « 
British b^nk a;i fir^s .ere t but t-*fie ' ^ $ little doubt 

tbet tti# large Auerieil* c *rp >r*tivns purpose doing so onoe 
jje; -uifUi Is (tccppliij *If it If t f Ti of ^ ^ 

Plrveton* group \ 'ey vlll *top t-i* '> ^ t 4: to expel our 
intereetff Lf It ir a tnitpd fifttee b jvprnxent ho&n t! ey 
v,m not be able to -t : it so easily # ttut 1 f* ' ' they will 
aior; slept c jkivl under suoh r# loer* to fult t \ eeselve* 

&jk 5 tl elr objective, i- fuel oil or ot! *r oofjing station 
controlled by /^eriem Interest*,™ ne? r the Jrltipl tore at 
Frfftowr. carrot be mrsrablr to tie tfritlfd Admiralty, 

Tl rerefor* <»ur political and oo: r^rcinl interepte ar* both 
inpfTilled, >\r* t i the orgUo rt ti t vir nrr etrmdlng in ti e 
r ^f i ,y of pr ogre aft ,X Serve fl ir* onh ▼ l a i t i ri it i 

during tb# \mFrlOfm Interment 1and fro^ vf»-t I prr I r ^uld 
say tM a ooiSenilafd l»15erla und«; ^rioaa control w\:ld 
n ry bad piece f or vi p fr^fl oli'Cl population t i»orpe than 
catt.ii t‘ ere t 1 e a ut or It is f a;;r re "pic Lev ra^ tl^e 

could ! *t ohIi tvelr souls tl ^ir vm. After all t ^s r &^e 

tolerated 





tolerated Vi# •Xl.tenM M* V.. witiop of ti i* little negro 
Mate all the.ft yaara.and >ften h * 1 P** It fi Up difficulties 

In order to allow >f an «riiwmt in .rlf-govanx»«t to 
>,« oarrlad out In th* V* 4 *- ""*»*. Interest,end not In oroftr 

V'et It ml.* t end a. a playground for African big bun. B 

mA a oorlir.g station for V . United *Vtee nnwy. Tlx* 

w tlv*t would poor a. converted Into wiV 

v*rv little aapha.1. on the -vr,-e and e *r**t -ml on tl * 
Pl-w.Alrow* the :?ir*Ptox.e If P*yin* only 1/- « <*»» pt: 
agf-traxt lP.6d.peH te* « • sitin' nefore U p **W-nd V. 
worKpre ere murmuring. »«• flrrU-me p# >pl" W* ,f ll 
a thocppnd "He*' 1 W to V.. 4 . V * ’ot ««»*' In their piece- 

71 -» branoh Oowarnskent c#n hr.rdly rj.ev all » -* 

■quantity.and alt. ou t p wa.ha* our differed wit them 
WT tlie raSJLwny aueptton.and over ti.elr tendency to-o-r- « 

ta-Htoxlal a^aepi m.lt -xi* t ». « ** oould "**•*"• 

with then to Ptop Ve anla of t Ip reoubllc to th* United 

fit -tap or to an lie-loan fin-cl-1 «roup. if .o It 'l* r 't »• 
vail If tl<v cent i* Franoh Foreign affi - 0 * >rfloi*l err ,*p 
f. e pT#«#nt C> «* £ dVffalree Ip a Colonial Mt toe wti,*nc 
need to’ antl-drltlPh“ intrigue.Al.o ha Ip in the pay of 
Ve Fir*atone group aP medical edvl.ir wMlat I "hould 
v* ftorry to Vink that tta-fc -,ould influent hi* wi ere Frnoi 
lr.'-f rf Ftf are at make, .till !e con-** of rK.^ni euook w> lol 
iP «el]-known to ha*a a grfftt love- of txney, le wife !**• 
hv e 11 eOOounte consented to accept a present of a ®oto» BIT 
frxm the Final <n* fira.end in abort on. never kno.p *i at 

al,,ht happen. In e v#V I Should w *«» *•* 11 ** ,F * 

he is not «i able hie lac of ability greatly 

facilitate, wr teak, Op to tv. pr**.nt £ «u.t emt »•* ha* 
been devoted h-art and e oul to ?r.no’ inters t<= ,nd - ’■•l 
ti make it plain that I -noe of nothing to . U w'.itawl 
aori have no die ire to eteb hi. i> t! . bank. - » * nploy.e 
of tv. Pireetona ‘a ...».howftve. ,a potential dawr to 


rjy 








r.ny Anglo—iYei oi o©-operation In 1 ia F*lt« i ow Vpt 
you could trust- ti e ftr«fLc»; t* ^ipy fsir «it»h up In suer 

n r-ntir I da not t of courp* 

15* In “V view *t 1 p only raff f of boen 

I p n tv t* ps rt 1fc# loft n rsa r e bv dr it ain,FY ■ i.c * , a nd Am e r i ©e * 

T if fTtJ Clfls t f rf^orrlzf^ lr 1 -)9 allowed 

tv<* tn eniif Lr, . t^ou* 1 t?l ,3 \ w■ f *> j t p j 'i"tl©ioaHta 

ir„ t! * loAr. to r.i,y *pprst4rbJs fiter.t, Fr 11 i* r tie r# 

if n* refill* UM-nt f T my !.-• n, e* tie country ifc 

be t im J_r*r t'» r*roppar — I rr portt-rt it to vou recently 
iytPp^pil ~ tV-e Ctjr J onf ,'fv^ ^r- 1 - 1 C : f t--** Imp , f*W* tl P 
I l f *ir: ? oi\n jo*, alprase, "iy in ti * i: > *u way t frea 
i ti e rir^ nni:. 1 worrit t! t osoet tj em up to ti e and 

of 1 1Q?4 V / i">i a c'ri Is os trv .ns» vitt the ror j 

t •# lawf prs Irpr ^lng ( 'vr vi let dr it i*» orepanre ry 
be* 11 *»nk^ >, It -4 d -t e] so >** rsiviilfrcter tin at in 1<P1 § 
#\?n the reoublU- in *> very ftps *ey*u»e /.nerioan 

Govermant wit hi rid fiiu’nrisl app latanop t nf;er having 
buoy’d ti p LiofrlMif up with fpUr >p> p* 

15, l .v . r- ,wtt ell dafarano* 4 t i eicpreFS the 

! j^.e tbat v s* .jrLti i ■ * irC-no t j ivprESSQfnt, 

y e t ol , t ' v^rf pQUlXf ) r t j 1 t- f r .i iivr *e d ; irj fox 
^#fpt .••%’f'rifta t r.s t - $> c fri< diraotiivc tVis 

pi ‘tied p I ii^t t i J . >f r - rny 1 m -.I* i 1 .. ticl: ,i^ vc nt irouoiPd 

to rjipv, jtiifr ttiin U tl.v ulr^r iPtUlty to 

our eomiijGial and politioni Lnflufnoe in bLo&ria* 

I 1 a^p ti e Von our t*o up, 
fir, 

Witn great trutl r^spput 
four ;oJet ibe^ient 
} uabl# Fprvant, 






T^'O^Armir 6 p Arr^—rr (Styled Ag reement Humber 
One) made tiiid entered into at the City of Monrovit; 
Republic of Liberia this day of in the 

ycrr of Our Lord Nineteen hundred and twenty-five 
by and between the GOV FXENT OP THE REPUBLIC OF Li 
represented by Ldwin Barclay Secretary of stfctc cf 
said Republic* hereinafter styled the Government, of .re 
first part* and HARVEY 3* FOE STOKE a citizen of th 
United States of America resident at Akron in the State 
of Ohio of the United States of America* hereinafter 
styled the Lessee, of tho other part 
WITKESoETH: 


ARTICLE 1. 

That whereas the said Lessee for the 
purpose of experimentation in the productive^ 
of the soil and the costs of producing rubbi r 
on an extended scale in the Republic of Liberia 
has applied for the lease of the Rubber Plm^- 
known as .ount Barclay Rubber Plantation * tiu 
In the Township of Johnsonvilie County mice - 
rado and Republic of Liberia* 

The Government for and in coneidsrati u 
of the sum of One Dollar (1,00) per acr 
per annum in gold coin of the United Sts *t * 
of the present standard of weight and fir*t e-, 

\ 

and other covenants herelnaft- r stlpulat ti 
be kept observed and performed by the lei; ^ hath 
agreed to let and by these presents doth gi\ at 
demise ard to farm-let unto the lessee all thnt 
pare j x Situritcd ao kfoiv aid „ nt\ cojituiuin^ 
a. re*, of l^Jid bounieci anti deser t d vu foliov j i 







^AGL 2 * 



TO KAV Alii l KLL \ 10 v'co ontict ei and described 

premies with the buildings wMi,cjh are or v.hicM may hore- 
arti.i' be placed theretnaud ' apuujt err near th reunto pppertri 

ing unto the Li-ssos far-:; d ay of Kina teen 

Hundred a:id twenty-fire for the full end and tern of On ear 
themenext ensuing and fully to be completed and ended, the 
o&id Lessee yielding and paying therefor unto the OovDi^i^nt 
upon the ensealing of these presents the rent of Onn .Do x, r 
gold per acre per annum. 


AHTICU5 II. 


And the Lessee doth Covenant hereby to ,m tt. the 
Government that 


pit £u*y 


(a) For the purpose hereinbefore specified he will ' ta- 

premises hereby demised and that he will pay ore: u c\ „ je 
paid the yearly rent above reserved on the day ajid r 

prescribed and that on the laftdey ofx&ny extent dfc n * he 
Lessee shall and will quietly leave and surrender li; 

the Govern, ent all and singular the said demised. premiseu, 

(b) And the Lessee doth further Covenant and agr*. to £x 
furnish the Government from time to time with full report 
of the sc lent io and tec): ioel results of the experiments 
carried out be the lessee at said Plantation, 


(c) That he v.ill not import unskilled labour for t c carry¬ 
ing out of any operations or developments undertaken upon 
the Plantation hereby demised to him except in the even tv 
local labour supjly proves inadequate to the Lessee 1 s noedf*. 


,d) That in the event the local supply proves Inadequate 
as aforesaid Lessee undertakes and egrets to import only such 
foreign unskilled labour to supply the local deficiency as 
may be acceptable to the Government. 

(e) That he in addition to the rents above reserved will 
pay to the Government a revenue tax of One per centum on th 
vl lue of r11 rubber shipped from the IIantation calculate, 
at the Mew fork Market prices prevailing at the date of the 
arrival of the rubber in Hew York. In the event this lease 
and Agreement shall be extended for an addition, 1 term of 
Ilinety-nine years as provided for in paragraph (f) of 
Article III hereof* th n at the end of Fifty years (60) years 

from th date of this agreement* the revenue tax provided 
for in this 1 nragraph (ej shall be subject to revision at 
the request of the Government or of the Lessee; # and shall be 
subject to revision at the end of every ten years (10) there¬ 
after during the remaining term of this lease and agree, art. 

If the parties can not by an such periods by negoiatioue 
agree upon the amount to be fixed for such revenue tax far 
the ensuing ten years (lo) then the Government shall appoint 
one arbitrator and the Leesee shall appoint one arbitrator 
to fix such tax* and if such arbitrators cannot agree, len 
the Secretary of State of f e United Stateo shall c..q..o nt a 
third arbitrator and the decision of two of the thr- c 
arbitrators thus chosen shall be final rnd binding upon j ih 
parties; but such revenue tax shall not be greater tha: that 
commonly imposed by other Governments in whose territo j 
rubber stall at t ie time be produced in substantial quantities 

(f) The Lessee shall come to an arrangement with the frccc- 

ury Department of the Government of Liberia in respect to tne 
collection and payment of poll taxes xa* x jpr^* sucxmr rixxxi 
payable by persons who mey be in the t y j 1 e . 

.*i the ^esoee shall i i ne eve t be ho 1: to co X c i i :j 
v x th poll t xsB '\jr v it i ter Tii ) of employe* t^ t tun 

average e»j lyed .uring *-,-.l y.;t* ^ i' io f: it ker 

greed/ 







iAuE 3. 



fcjjreed t‘-at the Lecace f 'r 11 not be r^qrlr-d to collect for t.io 
Govern* :it frci^ the employees of the ^es j rjay other oil tax 
vlisoi t) -1 provide in in ir r- lav, of Die Republic of Liber j ; 

tm* that the Poll or f t or other similar U .. levied on 
Lesst^'s employees shall <uol. exceed one dollar gold per he-* xj 
or its equivalent per annum, 

(g) That in the case of bar or other emergency d el-r d to 1% 
such by the Government the said Government shall Ik 5 ; titled 
to the use of his line of coi^iunication such as Telc : lj? 
telegraph and tireless esD blished^w within the limits m the 
Plantation. 


ARTICLE III 

And the Government doth Covenant and agree by tlm c i.rt ^entt 
that the Lessee paying and yielding the yearly rente : V 
reserved and performing the covenants and Agreements ; , ii 

on his part stipulated to he performed, 


(a) Shall and may at all time during the >ti* inm 

hereby grant edjpeace ably and quietly have hold and au,j 

said demised premises without any let suit trouble c u.-ub^' 
from the Government or any person or persons whomsoever* 

. . . t 

(b) Shell have the right ei his own proper charge and ox case 
to establish lines of eorinuni cations such as roads and : [ 1. a;, 
outside the limits of the Flantatlons provided that such ni a- 
v&ys as now exist or are in course of construction through the 
Plantation be not closed by Lessee but shall h* remain o to 
the free and unobstructed use of the Public, 

(c) All products of the Lessee f e Plantations and all machinery 
tooi3* supplies and buildings c^t- blihed, constructed or 
placed upon the leased land or elsewhere for the operation and 
development of the Lessee's land holdings and all leasehold 
into rest a, improvements and other property * franchises* rJ lit 
and income shall os free of and exempt from any internal reveuu, 
or Other tax* charge, exlse or inpost except the revenue tax 
provided for in Paragraph (ej Article II, 


(d) All machinery* tools, food and suppliestf all kinds 
pure raised and imported by Lessee for the ope rot ion and develop 
tent of the lands held by Lesseconder this Agreement shall be 
v a i f exempt from all Customs dura orimport duties)(if any* as 
X otick are now re uired by Die’'Agreement for Refunding Loan* 1912" , 

or -my modification thereof* shall be paid by Lessee; in which 
' event, Lessee shall be required to pay only such import duties 
as ixrs demanded by such agreement as modified. 


(e) Lines of communication such au telephone lines, tele graph 
railroads and canals constri cted and establis hed by Lessee oiu- 
side the confines of the Lessee's tracts selected hereunder 
shall during the life of this Agreement be exempted from all 
taxation so long as they be used only for the purpose of the 
operations,^ lessee upon land held under thlo Agree cut, i-i 
the event #f such lines of comnunication shall be used by the 
Leasee for general commercial purposes to servef others for 
hire then while so used they shall be oubject to taxation uurr 
the general Law® of Liberia, 


(f) That at the expiration of the one year lei se hereby granted 
the Scasee shall have the ri ht by written,notice to the 
Secretary of State of the Hep blic of Xiberj^given on or before 
the lufit day of the term of this lease, to renerr t■ la lease of 
the ount Barclay Rubber i Xantation for a period oi vo, -dree 
or f ij^e vearc at the clec^ioi o the Lee l cv. 

i t Lessee exercise Me cptic - for renewing th< 1 ui-.ec of 

tu. * antation rent rent t-.c_-r:-r i:» l event n 11 ir 

t ■ C X i LOK/ 
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addition to the other covenants herej . before Btipultiled by 
Mm to he observed and performed (except the payment of rent) 
he six Thousand Doll are per annum payable aruiuMly and every 
year in advance in gold coin of the i ni ted States of the pres¬ 
ent standard of weight and fineness* And at the end of such 
renewal term the Lessee shall have the right and option, by 
similar notice given on or before tlie last daydeueh renevil 
term to r*aew tIda lease for another term of ninety-nine years* 
Xbe upon tlie same terms and conditions in all respeett as this 
Lease except that the rent reserved shall be thr t , ■ l ire ; 

renewal term, via* Six thousand Pollard per anniuu p:ytbi aih 
year in advance in gold coin of the United Stues of !.■ . at 

standard weight and fineness. And provided further t as ii ire 

event of a renewal or renewals of said lease, should t 'ent 
above reserved or any part thereof be behind or unprl/jor 
day of payment whereon the same ou£|$t to be p: id ar c loraoaid 
or, if default should be made in any of the coven 2 If .ere:,n 
before containsdon the port of the Lessee or be pti .■*: * md 
performed, and if ouch default in the payment J^tne ak - 
of rent or otherwise shi ll continue after ninety A wr * ttarj|r*QtJ ce 
of the existence of such defaults served by the jovernnent 
upon the Lessee personally, or upon the President of 
coperate successor after the assignment of this iea&< to 

nnaio toto by the Los ee then it shall be lawful f j ho 

Government to cancel this Ij&se and to re-enter inf aid 

» b*ai « the demised promised, and to again repossess and enjoy 
the same. But if the ^easee aha 1 within said perloc o in’ ty 
days after written notice aforesaid Make good the ! .t 
complained of in said noticefno right of cans dilation lx 

thereafter exiBt because of such default. 

ARTICLE rv 


(a) It is understood and agreed by both parties hereto that 
in the event the lease of he Leant Barclay Rubber Plantation 
be renewed for u period of Kinety-nine years, ghoul operations 
thereon cease for a period of three consecutive years the ri^ht 
of Lessee thereto and therein shall become extinguished and 
void anything herein to the contrary hereof In anywise uot- 

wi the t ending . 

(b) The Lesr.es shall have the,right t engine in ar.y operation 
other than BgriculturaL^ipon ths^fa&ld under this freement and 
to utilise any product or materials of or upon said lana:;; 

but any mining or other similar operations shall be subject to 
the Laws of the Republic of Liberia unless the parties eh&U 
agree upon special terms therefor* 

(c) It iu further agreed that the expiration of he terr or 
this lease he re above provide djor any extension thereof or, upon 
the cancellation of thia agreement at any earlier time, uch 
buildings and improvements erected by the Leasee upon the lend 
selected hereunder as shall not have been removed befftoe t e 
expiration or cancellation of the lease ahull become the pro- 
p rty of he Gover-nrr.ent of Liberia without chargee or conten¬ 
tion. 


(d) The rights by this Agreement grant* d to the Lessee ohaxj. 
not be sold, transferred or otherwise assigned by Lite Less e 
to any person, firm, gx&x group or trust without the written 
consent thereto of the Li erian dovernraent previously j ; 
provided however that the Lessee is expressly granted the 
right to assign this contract and grant to a corporation oh 

shall be organised by him for the pur ose of ac uirir, this 
contract and all the rights herein granted to the Lees e; e ui 
upon such assignment to such Corporation such coriorat on s r 11 
become vested with each and all of the rights herein ( r its 
to the Lessee upon the Agreement by r^ch Corporation to assume 
and become bound by al of the ohll L lions herein imp jed 
u on the Lessee; and thereupon such assignee s 11 become the 

cols/ 








J?AO'. 6 


t 


sols party to this contract In lie« ol the Loi.sce as fully anti 
to the earns extent as l4 said corporation had been named as 
Leasee. t 1 


n: WITK3S3 SH5B3OT THE PARITIES 
Ul.itt.iO HAVE HEHSUI.HER SET their hands 
and acals to this Agreement in duplicate 
the year aha day above written. 


FOR Tic: GOVttlf.tthT O’ LIBERIA. 


SECIttTIBY OF STATE. 


itnei0 , FC-Ii HARVEY 3. F3KE3T0BE. 

f ljd) Amos C.JUller. (Sfid) Ilarvey 1.Firestone. 




Memorandum of MWEXEStT (Style a Agreement Number Xv/Oi 
made and entered into at the City of Monrovia Republic of Liberi 
tius day of in the yiar Of,Our Lord Finett 

hundred and twenty-five by and between the Government of m 
the Republic of Liberia represented by iMwln Barclay Socrstety 
o€ State of said Republic hereinafter styled the Government* 
and Harvey S.Firestone a citizen of the United t&Ue of 
America resident at Akron in the State of Ohio of the Uni. 

Stage aforesaid, hereinafter styled the Lessee 
vVTTKESSSTH : 

ARTICLE I 

That the Government hath agreed and by these presents doth 
agree to grant, demise and to farm-lot unto the ; ic for 
the period of fifty years from this' oatc an area o,» I nd 
within the boundaries of he Republic of Liberia of Cnc 
million acres or any lester area that may b* selected by 
the Lessee from li j to ^imQ within said period of l’ifty 

year- ; such tc oo an * able for the proauction of 

rub" er or other agr! 'vltun 4 pr ducts* 

But Bhoult ohe Lessee lull 









(a) To notify the Government of Mb acceptance of the condit¬ 
ion herein contained arid stipulated witnin six months after 
the execution of his Agreement by the Government of Liberia; 

(b) Gr within One year thereafter to co:>. ence tie selection 
of lands hereunder; 

Then in such case the obligation of the Government tOK-er xiis 
Agreement shall be discharged and ended* 


ARTICLE II 

The Govern ient further agrees that the leasee sh« 1 during 
the life of nlu j^reeuent have trid enjoy the following 

(a) /ill products of Lessee plantations and all machinery, to ole 
supplies anti buildings cstabliched, constructed or placed on 
the leased land or elsewhere for the operation and dev^lo/ it 
of the Leserie land holtiingsWiti all leasehold interests, Lx r. • . - 
meats and other property* franchises, righto and income ahu_A 
he free of and exempt from any internal revenue or other t v 
charge, excise or impost except the revenue tax provide 5 or’ 

In Article III, Paragraph (d). 

It is understood and agreed that this exemption eh, . ot 
apply to Lcjsec^ employees, labourers or servants* 


(b) All machinery , tools, food and supplies of all ki 'li 
P uroiUiljed and imported by Lease thunder this Agreement A 
r bt exempt from all Customs dues or other imports duties 

rsm. Jyft* m.. / _ _ _ _ * * w. * i «■ « ^ ^ 


* f 


as art now required by Anc ‘'Agruement for refund!n xl, 

*/ 191 L*,or any modification thereof shall be paid by Lesoec 

diMc **-**^- untiltisucA agreement s:u*l± bo sc modified as to reduce or 

abrogate such duties required on such imports by Lessee; in 
0 <U .Mi{ ■ hid event, Leasee shall be inquired tpay only such import 

ct*+* A_r* dutx^s as E,re demanded by such Agreement an modified* 


(ci Le ate shall the exclusive right anti privilege lg-gii 
l^nds which shall be selected under this Agreement to con ,r ct 
hi. Awaysi railway'd and waterways for Air efficient strati xu^ 
and development of the properties. It 1 b agrt ed ti. u ’ll t g£r Id 
siorosii such lands used immemorially by the populatl n shall be 
subject and open to free use by the public* 


(d) Lessee shall have the right to cons ruci and catu T 1 : r. , 

ut his own expense^ lines of coiu uni cation sue A co Si »uys, , 
roadways, waterways and rail* ay ecu l o ide the iantit; f cl.srt 
under his Agr< mixit* Such routes may be jo local y 
essec as to best serve the purpose of efficient opQXi tlondf 
hie plantations and enterprises but tho Lessee agree r * j cA.iei.it 
the Govcrnmant in the mutter of such location. All ' yi wuvb 
and roadways in t is parser ph mentioned shall upon ^ Action i 
become public property, 

(e) The Lessee ahull have the ri&nt to construct and establish 

lines of communication for the purpose of more effic: fcly 
operating his plantations and enterprises such as tel ,rrAi 
lines,iwle^hciie lines &nd wireless station outside 0 - ai 
confine of the 1 jtu: selected unaer t U Agreement sutj ot to 
the provisions o ’ -. pli (h) Article I oi this Ajre. r. .t 

rtnd to *i extent n.ce ry for sued purp;i ma use, with out 

t »c* uyx. hi l.C r .:iu for such lone, any G>’ rnri -n! lands not 
tlreutiy t,.v^toc to sore ether ucc* The CovL-rn it in c; ao of 
*‘r or oti .* rcr ency axU luvo Ui.e riyh to us? suoh li, r s 
ji oo; u .-illc . t ) )i * 









lagC 7. 


£i', She Lc / c ei.aXl have the ri^iit t.. cut and use t il toiler 
upon the lands covered toj- this agreement cut if he uli er.gaga 
ii the sale ox lumber to bo removed from such ltndr: ■1\. export 
lie Shall pay the Severn,.-ent royalty of two (2) cer.t., pe; cubic 
1 ot fox the lumber eo Bold, in gold coin, of the Ur j ? States 
of the present etinderd of weight and fineneaa. 

ft' ihe ijCooee shell have t,,e xigb't to engage ir, <c iv opeiationa 
other than agricultural upon the lands held under this Agree- 
oicnt and to utilize any product or Baterlals of or Inn;' upon 
said mi lands; but tny mining or other similar operat'am: chall 
he subject to the laws of the Hepuhlic of Liberia uni t. t . 
purtieo shall agree upon spec id terms t lie re for* 

(h) The Government warrants to the lessee the title to ail 
lejids select eel by him upon whici the Government shall accept 
the rental or compensation as herein provided and will deflrid 
and protect such title for the benefit of the Less 
llie Government further agrees that it *ill encourage, auppert 
and assist the efforts of the lie sice to secure end maintain 
an adequate labour supply* 


ARTICLE III. 

ihe Lessee in consideration of the Agreement herein by ti . 
Government h: th agreed and by these presents doth agree as 
foilowe * 

(a) To notify the Government within a period of six months 
after the execution of this Agreement by the Government of 
Liberia of his acceptance or rejection of the conditions 
stipulations of this Agre extent* 

(b) Beginning one year after the acceptance by the Lcii-cc of 
this Agreement he shall select iron year to year lands cuf ladle 
for .he production oi rubber and other agricultural products 

in such areas or quantities within the maximum limit oi One 
million acres of land as may be convenient to hiiri and in 
accordance with the economical and progressive development 
of Ms holdings; and said Lessee shall upon the selection or 
location of any tract or tracts 01 1: nd notify the Government 
of such selection and the boundaries thereof. But the Lessee 
shall within five years of the final execution of this 
Agreement select and begin the payment of rent upon UiZ total 
of not 1cos than Twenty thousand acres. 

Upon written notice by Lesoue to the Government of Liberia 
of Less g intent on to mules a selection of land hereunder within 
a earned territory Lessee uhall have six (6) months thereafter 
to select land with such territory and upon the filing by leereo 
with the Government within such six (6) months of written 
nouice of the selection of land within such designated territory 
the title to such selection land shall vest the Lessee for the 
purpose n&nied in this Agreement* 

It ic not Intended hereby to deny Lessee the right to make 
selection of lands hereunder without such previous notification 
of intents on t*. select with *ix (6) montlia; but if such last 
named notification is filed the sar,e shall have the effect of 

1 reve * > Jii n G others frerr. acquiring title within such territory 
during six (6) months. 

A 

(c) e and when the Lessee takes possession of lands selected 
by him under thi: Agreement Lessee shall pay’ 0 t e lovern nt 
rental at the rato of six (6) cents per acre yearly rnd every 
year in advance In gold coin of the United S'ates of the vesent 
standard of weight and finer s. Such pay ishtc shall be made 

to th: see 1 ry A thw Tre *ury of Liber It or to am ether 

o^a cer/ 





Xage 0* 


f f icc r as me,/ V. by I?,'?, provided- 


i 1 ** * 


Six {6} years after the acceptance^of this A^r c ent an* 
aiL.ufj.Iy thereafter, subject to the provisions of p&ragrrph 
a of Article IV hereof, the Leasee shall pry to Ih* vern- 
mont a revenue tax equivalent tc Qno^entum of the value of 
; 11 rubber shipped fron Lessee’s Plantations calculated o-i the 
price for such products pray&ili hi; in thR Kew York n*arket at 
the tine of the arrival of the shipment in XJevr York* But sny 
expenditures by Leant i for construction and repairs of public 
roads outside his plantations, the location of" which roads 
hr.s been approved by the Government> may be deducted b; J,cooes 
frim the next ensuing payment due under this paragraph'. 

If this lease and agreement shall be extended*a second fifty 
years as hereinafter provided in Article IV paragraph (j) 
then at th end of fifty years from the date of this Agreement 
tiie revenue tax provided for in this paragraph {d} shall b 
subject to revisions! the request of the Government or of ;he 
^icajee; and ehall^re subject to revision at tho end of every 
fen years* thereteafter during the regaining term of Ala lease 
and Agreement* If the parties cannot at any such period ,r 
negotiations agree upon the t-^ount to be fixed for such revenue 
^xfor the eneu iflfc £gn years, then the Government shall apppoint 
**■"**1 arb« tratorjEn^r a : po Int one arbitrator to fix such tax, 
and if suc3. arbitrators cannot agree* than the Secretary 01 
wi w-x^cd sliu-fcX -irpoint iL l-xird urbitr^tor 

and the decision of two of the three arbitrators thus chosen 
sh:ll be final and binding upon both parties; but such revenue 
tax shall not be greater than that co ruonly imposed by otlet 
Governments ir whonc FT’bcr shall et the tins be produced in 
substantial quantities* 1 

(sjThe leasee shall come to an arrangement with the Treasury 
Department of the Government of Liberia in respect to t\ 
collection and payment of poll taxes payable by persona vho 
may be in 'hr. emj loy of the Leasee* :ut the Lessee alia, 
no event be held to collect in jiy year the poll tax for a 
greater numbor of employees than the average omplyoed during 
the year. And it is further agreed that the Lessee shal^‘nft 
be required to collect for the Government from the employees 
oi tne Lessee any other poll tax by that provided by the^ 
general hw of the Republic of Liberia; and that the soil or 
hut tax or other similar tax levied «U«ei5 emploSel Sail 

pit ° nt djllar ^ 1,00 ~ l° Id or Us equivalent 

(f) Should the rent reserved on anv ri^rr m* ^ 

•*£,** & !»•»•« b 8 behind IFjf Tit on S £y J t*™** 

^ J Tf“defBui’t 0 Louid a S a t0 * e paid ** here in provided , 

**£*gSiLS*S\£ JX g ffi L f esee Str^Ffi 4 ?* 

and performed, end if *uch default in the payuint P of 1 renter 

•rthXLrtMi 00 " tinu * after «in*V (90* day* written notice 

a f. 8U0h *«fault aerred by f e -Joverronent upon 
the Lessee personally or upon the president of hie corporate 
successor ^fter assignment of tills lease by Leasee, then it 
shall bt- j-auful lor the Government to cancel this Lease s& to 
Uw* pj.ee e or parcel of te; the rent for which is in default 
or ia respect of which which piece or parcel any other defeat 
exists ^a^upeqified in anon notice, and to re-e*tter into and 
uj t a tho^deiuscd premises and to again reocssese and entov the 
Bx.ie, t?ut if the Leaaee aball, within said period of ninety 
days alter v rotten notid^fthfr good thd default, corn Gained. fin 
a id notice, no riehtdfor cancellation shall thereafter exis t 
because of such default. 




% 



9. 


article rv. 

It is further agreed between the parties hereto a? follows: 

(a) The Leasee will not Import unskillee foreign 1 a ,ur for 
the carrying out of any operations or development undertaken 
l>y virtue of this or any other grant except in the event f 
local labour supply should prove inadequate as aforesaid Lessee 
undertakes to import only such foreign unskilled labour ae 
shall be acceptable to the Government of Liberia* 


X &CC4Utt tf ttC 
Va£j/C 

ill* ivj 



('jJ should the operations of -he Leasee under this at rec-L.cnt 
cease for a period of three consecutive year® then ull an,, 
singular of the right* of the Lessee hereundei s h&Xl become 

affect 
a y other 

agreement* 


-J Jt - 1*4* 6 IJ6 i Ci'iaH i S-iS, 

e^tini ui^gfd and void and tuic Agreer^nt sh.,llX^ot 
ray right s A oy|&he Government to the Leasee under a 


At 
Q&odLl 


X Gtud uJ&H L- 4Ua£jL 
4*jtx_A 

<%r^u >TKt 

^ A it/i f/i. 

h *i 4$ 


(c) The rights by this Agreement granted to the Lessee shall 
n.t be sola, traUsferredor otherwise aaolgnec by the Lessee 
tD ray xerscin* firm, group or trust without the writton consent 
thereto of the Liberian Government yjjt previoaly had; provided 
however that Lessee is expressly granted the right to assign 
this contract and grant to & corporation which shall be 
organised by him for the purpose of acquiring tills contrae 
and ail the rights herein granted to the Lee □coupon tlie Jq * ->e- 
jjient Uy such corporation to ussiimu and become bound by all of 
the obligations herein imposed upon Lie Legate; and thereupon 
such assignee shall become the sole party to tills contract 
in lieu of -he Lessee no fully and to the same extent as if 
said corporation had b* en ruined herein a Lessee* 

td) The Government reserves the right to construct roads p 
highways, railroads> telegraphy and telephone lines er*i jther 
lines of communication through any and all plantations owned 
and operated by Lessee; but bei^e oo doing the G-ov m 
sliall jjay to Lessee nil damage which will be caused tc Lessee’s 
property by tno construction tnd operation of such roc.de or 
other lines of cor^ uni cal ion; such dcm%;c to he ascertained 
it: accordance with the gcneial lo.w of the Republic of Liberia* 

(e) The Lessee sLail have the right to develop for hia own 
use such natural water power @ id hydroelectric power as m^y 
be capable of developed!* t; upon any of the tracts of land 
©elected by the Lessee under this Agreement and Lessee shall 
have the right to construc t and maintain power lines over ; n} 
Government laid© in ardor to convey power*so developed from 
kin IrLii of selected by Lessee to any other tract* 

(3f i Trial r- served oi laud set aside for tir*. corj^un&l use yf 
any tribe, within the Republic of Liberia are excluded from the 
op* ration of litis Agreed it • should any question arise as to 
the limit* and extent of such reserves such questions shrill 
be finally determined by the Secretary of Interior on a 
reference by the Lessee# 


(g) Lines of communication such sa telegraphf telephone lines 
railroads r*u canals constructed and established by Leo sc 
outside the confinee of the Lessee's tracts selected hereunder 
s all • wiring t .& Ufa of tills Agreement be sxt iptsd froui all 
taxation so lung as they b# used only for the purposes of the 
operations of Lessee ujon lands hold under thie Agreement* In 
the e\ent that such line© of cratniunication shill be used by 
i.essee for general c& McrcLl purposed to nerve othc.s for 
hire then while uo used thoj si all be subject to tax tion under 
the general laws of Liberia- 



io. 


% 

(b; It ie agreed that fcLe ex; iration of the ter. of ;.,i. s 
hersina ove poovideti or^any extras ion thereof atfjuppti 
t .c cancellation of this Agreement at any earlier i ^ such 
buildings and improvements erected by the Lessee upon the land 
b elected hereunder as shall not have been removed oefo ■- the 
e3£piration or cancellation of the lease shall beco t. -iu- 
property of he Got eminent of Liberia without charge or 
condition, 

'£} it l& I'urther nerved that if hereafter the Government 
u-util grant to any other person, firm ox corporation any 
rights in connection ulth the production of rubber in Libt.ia 
upon more favourable terms in any respect than thoee d 

in ti it Agreement such more ft.vourc.ble teres shall inure to 
tiie benefit of the Lessee herein the same os if ouch i^ore fav¬ 
ourable terms were incorporated herein* 

fj) It is further agreed that the Lessee shall have the cption 
to be exercised at any time after the first ten years of the 
term of th c Agreement ;-j&d before the expiration of the said 
yifty years to extend the term of this Agreement for an 
additional fifty yet-rs, auch oition ta be exercised by notice 
in writing by lessee filed with fcfc the Secre&try of State 
or JLief Executive Officer of the Ccvemrcni of Liberia; and 
upon the filing of such notice this agreement and all the ermr 
thereof shall be extended for such additional term of Fifty 
(504 ycarc* 

(h) it is further agreed that upon t* e request of the Govern¬ 
ment the Leasee shall use hi? best efforts to secure either 
from the Government of the United States or from some other 
-erron or persons a loon of uca less than Two million dollars 
A x fcrr rrg or more then five million dollars upon all 

• the terms and conditi £ of the loix of Five million dollars 

which vn is contemplated in the proposed iigreement betv-o a the 
Govern er*t of Liberia and the Government of the Uniteu itutea 
and was approved by the Government of Liberia on or about 
the day of Mint sen hundred end Such loch 

whether made by the Government of the United tatee or oy other 
to be under the terns arid conditions lust mentioned ana the 
Government of Liberie agrees to accept such loan on such terns 
if it can Is esc-.: rod within f^vo ycn.ro fro t is date, 

i i‘i juri i: U Ura ci :he cement the lessee shall at all 
times have free access to the port end harbour facilities at 
Monrovia for all business purpuo^o^f JJje Lessee» An* 1 duri.*^ 
the full term of this /grtcmcnt^iliall lumiah without cnarj^s 
to leasee upon Government lands adjacent to t e harbour, a 
convenient r*nd permanent site for the location of a tiltdIcu e 
ivhcih shall be for the exclusive use cf the Lessee, 

XK WITHEr h VHEIOJOP the parties 
hereto set their hands and setIs 
the day and Jrea® first above written, 


IB | fJM COY rTT 0 • LIP A {TA. 


^ ax^ S3: 

AHC3 C* MILL : 


SBCHSfAHY OF STATS* 
VTl HARVEY S* PI RESTORE* 


(y ^) . 1LOV3Y. S. WES 4 JiCS. *_ 







Cndowre “Ho- 


In Worroyla despatch Na- 

,182 to 

to ci*,..ti y o; a »i xl«iht 
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In eimllii^g the Agreement to whiot tt if explanatory 
addendum Ip attached it is understood by both parties 

to ti e ooatrB otf hereby executed t; at Claus# (>) >f t) e 
Agreement Ho*2 is to be unrierst >00 and interpreted a a 
follows *- 

(aj. The Government of the Kepvollo of Liberia 

affirms the principle of tie Loan for ti e development 
purposes to be mired in the United states of America, 

V p reference 'toide in seld olauf * ti the Agreement for 
the proposed Uniter fttates Government Lo«n of 1921 is 
applicable to that part of the afor*■mentioned pro oser- 

1 iaa relating to the parporer for w' leu the proceeds jf 
the Loan are to be applied : the assignment of revenue f 
and the d&rlgn&tloii me appoint' rnt of pug adminlft; rtiv® 
and supervisory personnel er such personnel may be agreed 
upon when the 1 ;an terns are finally negotiated. 

{bj That hgr^-oy £ ♦Firest one or hip corporate 
assigns are designated c,p Agents the Government jf ti- 
He public of Liberie for the purpose of pf curing a losn 
tn the United states of America. 

(n). 'Tie charger on the revenues under the loan 
will be as follows ,via. ( 

1, Cost of Collect ion f administration and supervision 
under the administrative end supervisory personnel 

9 m Bervice of the loan, 

3* TI; e Liberian Junket except as to Joe.l & f* 

(<l), The Agreement ■■nrt this addendum shall be 
oorridered valid and effective only upon their ratification 
by the Legislature of the republic rmr t\ vt this 
iwtifloetion hy said Legislature atomatloally carried 

wltl its authority for the Executive branch of tie 
Liber im Loverment to contract for and enter into a 

loan, on the aforementioned bar Is. 

te). The exact terms and conditions of ti e contemplated 
loan shall be negotiated as and when tt e lean is secured. 

{f I* Tlrt in the event of the aforementioned Agent 
of hie uorpir ts aerignp being uns Ole to obtain a loan 
on the basis set out in these agreements tie Government 

of Liberia shall not be held responsible for the 
reimbursement of eny money invested in contemplation 

of the flotation of the proposed loan* 







XORA-il-J* W (Stylftd Agr#•merit, <o,3> Mart fuc! 

«mt*r*d Into at tt e olty of ianrivU, H*publ ioofLtfcerU, 

y in day of — In tliF yaar Of Our Lord ±,lnFte«r, M<ni -f na 

twenty ^-fiv» by and between the Gove jpubs ant of the Republic or 
Liberia reoriented tQjr Mwin Barclay t £eoret»ry cf p t*te of th- 
Raid H*pubUo,hereinafter #t\led the Government, and larvey ». 

Firestone .a citizen of the United l -tats# of Arnerioa tref^irffru . . 
at Akron in the State of Ohio,one or the United State# afo?f 

hereinafter styled LleLFBIL, Witneerethl" 

ARTICLE I 

Tiat provided Agreement# numbered On# and Two between the 
parties iereto t Number One providing for the lease °f 
JouMT mLJULm FIXATION ,*□£ Number Two providing 

for t! e leap® of lands to be selected by t e lease# not 

to exceed On# million acre# ,nhall b§ finally ooneumeted 
in their present or son# other firm acceptable to the 
parties, ti f lapse* ia hereby granted t e right and option^ 
to improve the l arbour of Monrovia In Liberia by constructing 
the necessary breakwater# t w!iarfage and lighterage radiiitl##i 

such option to be exercised and duel wotY to b# begun wi In 
five year# of the execution of tl i# Agreement*&no to o# 
pushed to completion with all reasonable speeds provir *d t 
however .that such work t if undertaken by the lisaee **11 be 
begun before the Government #' all itself begin ti e v^rk^of 

permanently and adequately rte^wing tba hartow faeUltlaj. 
Plana for such development e all be by t* e Lessee aUDmlited 
to the Government and approved by it: but the --overru^nt 
aeree# to approve plcne sub" it ted by the Lee# re provlcir.f 
the earn# are reasonably suitable for the purpose im-tm ed| 

and the Lessee is further given ti f right in pane ne 
constructs the Harbour a# aforesaid, to keep the same in 
repair work as m\ all from time to time be required by the 
Government during the term r >f this Agrep^ent* 

A TICLB IX 


In consideration of the Leasee•* undertaking a# 
aforasald,the Government* agree# l- 

(a) To repay the Leasee the expenditure made by him for 
t e const motion and repair work ns nx >rseaid ,but In * ‘ ® 

to exceed in total the sum of ftJOQfno, aeide from cost of 
reoairs: payment to be made by the Government in the imm er 
hereinafter provided. 


Cb)- To plan# at the disposal of the Lessee,lands ooiti 
to the harbour and Harbour improvement for the purpose f 
obtaining the necessary rook and raw material sufficient 
for t lie economical const mot ion of ta.e work. But nj c ge 
shall be made by the Government for euoh lands or the 
materinis taken therefrom* 


(o). To assign to Lessee all Port end Harbour dues now 
levied or that may be hereafter levied or accruing, 

toffeth#^ with the right to collect the same until the r n 
Collected shall be sUffiolmt after deducting there out 

the cost if rmlntenanoe and operation, to repay tie 
Lessee the cost of all construction w^rk tnot to exceed 
fYyaa f.300,000 i and of all rep#ir work * above-mentioned 
with interest at Bix per cent (6£) per annum on all sums 

so expended. 


(d | The Lessee shall at all times Haw free access for 
all its business purposes to the port end erbour 
facilities ,and collect all dues account in*< therefor to 
+■ * Government ft numb reasonable times as t e Government 
r all require t t% * to apply all due# collected upon the 
mount due tj t e Lessee for such construction work,repair# 

and interest. 


AfiTICUi III 








AI&-IGLS III 


It tP Rgrpprt toy jit' pjVT.l. s» pr*>to 

* 


(a) That the UowrMPnt si all at all times have the 
right to an accounting and an audit of the expenditures 


made by the Lessee on account of harbour oon*t ruction, 
^*intehauoe and repair,and tie Lessee undertakes gravt 

the Government every facility for thin purccse. 


(b» T) at the Government may at any time at lie * tlm 

reimburse tha Lessee hip expenditures or the outr^andin*- 
tala oe thereof with interest * on account of paid 
construction maintenance and repair» andxjfcJuxxxitftM 

mxnti in which event the ussi^mment of the Port and 

harbour Due# ,and all further obligation# of the Da#see 
hereunder, shall become null and void, lut the Lessee, 
nevertJ ales#, shall have the right at hi# own exp* 
to all necessary repair# to Paid e arbour factJ it if#! 

; and in ti e event said Lessee stall make expenditures ,n 

this account , the Government agree to reimburse ti e ssee 
for the reasonable cost of such repair#* 


(o) *Tha Harbour due# shall not be excessive ,and #1 h ■ 1 
be fixed with the pur pone of covering only the reasonable 

cost of maintenance,operation and repair# of the f rbour 
facil It Ip# ,and interest on the Investment tend the 
establishment of a reasonable sinking fund to liquidate 
the cost of construction within a period of twenty ye re ¬ 


td!) Tie rights by this Agreement grunted to the Lessee 
shall not be sold.transferred . or otherwise assigned 
by the Lessee to any person t f lira .group,or trust without 
ti e written consent thereto of the Liberian Government 
previ jujtly had; provided ( l owever t the Lessee is expressly 

granted the right to assign this contract and grant to a 
corporation which sl^all be argenised by him for the 
purpose of aonuiMng this contract and all the tight* 
herein granted to the Lessee* and upon such assignment to 
such corporation such corporation shall become vested 

with each and all of the rights herein granted to the 
Lesseeupon the Agreement by such corporation to assume 
and become bound by all of t^e obligations herein imposed 
on the Lessee; and thereupon such assignee shall become 
the #>le party to this contract In lieu of the Lessee a# 

fully and to the same extent as if said corporation 
had been named herein as Lessee. 


HI TUm&gB WiJ, nQF the Parties 
hereto have hereunto set their 

Hands and seal# the day and 
year first above written 


FOR Ti^ GQTOfiNUINT IF LLdLRlA 


BLCfiMAR* IF BTjm 
FOB i J&\%Y 


Pd. harvey B .Firestone 


Witness 


Amos u filler 
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Enclosure Mo. 

cablegram. 


In Monrovia dsapatoh Mo. 

,192 lo 


F r on Han? ay B * Ft re st o no 

rp D tj l5 president of the Republic of Liberia iGLB King J 

Akron ,0V i o * 

April 30 > 


Out* representative Hines advisee ,i-jiberlan, wishes 

Loan Agreement in separata docum jnt and august s other 
slight alterations', 

L do not wish to be arbitrary , r important 

arreo- may be*. As written, your G$o eriment must Va^e 

confidence in America and myself * Objection?LSiffSS are 
technical and whan injected Into larrand important 

transactions, often dr strop entire project, 

I realign that If your officials of Government 

wish for Liberia to bo prosperous and fro forward, It should 
havr loans, I t:an scarcely hope to have our Government 
furnis' tits Loan % however, I was successful In 1 a^i e 
thrill taVe an interest In and agree to assist and conf m 
appointment of officials to administer loan, which is 
absolutely necessary to establish confidence in American 
public invests ,nts and should rive full confidence to your 

G-overma&nt. 

X > a ve two reasons for combining planting and 

loan arreemmt and referring to your 1012 loan ogreeme^ 
with our Governm-)nt : First, it eotablishies confidence In 
American investments not only for loans , but for much 
larger Irr ptments for rubber devlopmoot f second, united 
States Gfevernarnt could not agree to assist a loan on 
unknown ti rms and conditions, 

I r ollae that loan when negotiated must be on 
teims to meet present day nr eds and conditions and I am 
sure wfi will 1 a« no unpleasant {?) negotiations for I can 

assure tou I want only fair and workable arrangements that 
will enabl - us to rats* capital frm American public for 

Liberia, This is janr important to Lib ria than it is to 
myself, and I strain urra you to cal] special session of 
the Legislature and confirm agreements promptly. My reason 
d- *1 • t* nr i v 1 oromsot action Is on account of Britts^ 
sSb^M^ltoti oME Which iB being drastically enforce* 
and since July has raised cost of rubber to cover 100 per 
or-nt, American rubber consumers resent this and are 

r ady to invest and assist in rubber**growtng in biD» ria# 
fits'Patriot ion Act will be modified and rubber Rrlq e fe vr> 

will be reduced and our opportunity will be lost, 

■ 1 as i givo uy reque st your earnest consideration 

and do not allow s ?lf tsl Interests wV lc) arc not int^;sted 
in Liberia # s prepress to destroy y ur country s opportunity 

fer great pretences. 

(signad) Rarvay B *Firestone 
(Describe* as "Certified Copy of the Original*. 











BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
LIBERIA. 


^ ... . . t - , . tl 

TEIibGRAM 


To Foreipn. Off ice 

ijftte Wav 

■. 

No. 1.3. 


In continuflti >n of my telegram No.1?.Reliable Information 
l ap reached or- that Fireptone ac rvt oarriep wit,? Mm nw arr«i 

—ment pipnpr. by Government of thip o >untry when. bp faUb for 
American May ^th.Foll nvi n ip pubptancc 

Loan of Tr-n million dollar? accepted, To be public ippue; 
part may be floated in Lurope ap pop to licit:pi and French 
opinion; m>t red.eemable before oO year?; further loan? will c 
readily ^ranted on Pame terror, 

Tl ip money t be ueed partly ap under.-- Agricultural bank 
to be founded with two to three million dollar? capital to 

win farmer?* vote and undermine Brit iph tank. Four million 
dollar? to be allocated for railway? , epppcially line to 
limk up with French one in nortb—eapt. French to have free 
port at Monrovia f »r"p >'>dp landed for phlpmnt to their 
territory. Bondholder? IV? loan to be pair off in full. 

Rev .an hundred and fifity i boupa nd dollar? to be appropriated 
to c-sver any deficit in palarle? of eotipting Government. 
Official? artminl pterinp loan t > be- pxcIuf ively XifeXiiXJG^xX 



U.P„Cit i■/-r.F „T,nt ire rev r.ue -if republic to be turned over 

1 v • * 

to UFA. American r.aval officer? puppoppd to : ate retired 
arriving to build oil fuel tank p and riookp. 

jjatppt r.fwF <p ti at 1 .-Jtf ef oru»ard all negotiationa 
wil 1 take place be tv; pen Liberian and United Ftatep* Ftate 

» r - ^ * 

Ippsrtm nie d tract .Pe-crata ry of* Ftate of tt ip re public and 

Pprr'tarv of Interior totb "antl—Britlpl ” lr-ni ? for 
VJn-pii Lnpton Pivor-tl* to complete negotlat iohp . 

It pr-Piap clear Hat republic, If being practically 
pold to UFA for colony, and our interdpta ar- 1 Italy to be 

pr c judlrpd. A tripartite loan appearp only raf e one even if 
our p> are ware merely nominal . Remiept lr»p- ru«-t i \:.p ap to 
wb r I pl'B 11 t gin campaign to -wireok American pro.f-ct. 






\ 





BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 

LIBERIA. 

T&LMlftAM 

To Foreign Office 
Date" May 

c - x ? ^ -■ : - ' ■ii ' t i 

Qov 'mmrnt of tip RrpUDii^; repliec.-to Uniter} Ptatefl 

OoyeXTinent me p Page menti^neo in m\ tei # Nn*Xl aB foXiowpi 
Tf^at tier will not V-ave forcer on 11 cm new financial 

o v 2" r f o"in ^ ; v, ; . , « 

ebb iptanoe wl icX wap witlVeld w n ba^lj n = s c ri * T1 at 
in no cixoumptanoep will 11 ej o one • nt to a loan from 
a buplneap corporation loir, ing plantation etc in thie 

country. Tt at arrangement? might be conpidered b?, 

which United ?tat >p (lorerr m nt would lend tl ent relatively 

pmall eume «p and when required for public work?. 

Ir, ppite of apparent fLrmnepp Aut! oritiep here 
hat>e decided to call b pedal peep ion of the ^epiPlature 
newt month in order to Ph 1ft rpppor.p ibillty for deolPion. 

I took die or et ptepp ar a reeult of which new draft 
agrrem r.tp and correpponrenoe fell into no. land? including 

tel gram from Fire atone to Frepldent of the R public 
containing bitter referanee to vlndererp of progrppp 
meaning pr> p umabl\ up. Copiep by popt. 

Bella Dip Rngltpfman named Scott who ’ ap r Plgneri 

!. 

popt, with concern in quepbion calling on you in June. 





# 

He states fist, thpp a American l-.t; r ptp ha-op plana for 
issue "if tok^n ooinago anri otter anl- m p that British 
tanV manager rpf*(tr(!r aa dangerous to } ia inptitut ion. 

Lr * A 

T» e* t.l Ink -»f starting pT ops to unhernut Britisl firmp. If 
defeat \% month thpy dtp paid to contamolate influencing 

* * -* -7 ■'£ > 

I eo >mber m- ’ting of Legislators bj bribery i' itimidati-on 

4 - -i ™ f 

and similar artifices of lar f n- transatlantic anterprI p pp , 
Harr iman ,Qood r ieh .and Ford groups ar paid to be prl-'-ptalv 
inter pptad ,* 

■ * . » * • 3 : - % —. 4 „ 

Rubber farming wap harmless cut this p • ms 


menace. Ti ere may be also naval coaling station ouestion. 



* t*. ,J > - :f i * * *: * - 'i - H 
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BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
LIBERIA. 



TBJjE.GRAM 

• v'l *" " ^ 

To Pore lgn Off l oe 

Date May//) ,1 
No .11. 





Fir Ptone Tyre and Rubber Ci.hav aubnitird new and 

* 

muni’ more elanorat r pcheme to Liberian Government. 

_ ^ ± 

It provtdeP for a loan. Railway anti Roadp$ Buildinp 

s 

and control of pchoolp and hoppitalF.Minin*? riff tF and other 
Important privilege?. 

l am confidenttally informer that Government reject'd 
It beon up e 

II French Repr-nentat ive pi ewer, pupplctoup enthup tapm for 
railway claune. 

9) Tlio plan Rtlpulated that the head of the United Platen 
Ftate rept.Phould decide any dinapre m t between the 
arbitratirp a"oointed by the Author!tie? of thiP country 
and the Qrrorp firm. 

o !. The propopalp pe med to oorvtemplat' the wholepale 

Amerioanipation of thip Republic. 


United 












■ 


















N' 1 t a* United Ptatfp Gont. have t 1 ograpl ^f. to tl If Goverom -it 





put ortlng project R-.r. tl «V nay wpalen. XXKXX£X)UO(X^UGUCS£X^XX 

Tfo you wipl’ me to op ope tt altogether or only 


ap to one above ,or not at all ? 

Gh , ti f A 






_ * 
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* l ^ * 
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